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• Investigates the many different ways in which Kenyans are engaging with heritage,
history, memory and identity, at both state and non-state level

• Involves a wide range of heritage stakeholders, from National Museums of Kenya to
civil society groups, citizens and students

• Focuses in particular on community-led initiatives e.g. community peace museums,
commemoration of heroes, conservation of sacred forests and rock art

• Examines and where appropriate compares these activities with state-run initiatives
e.g. displays in state museums, commemoration of heroes including the building of
mausoleums and other monuments, support for cultural festivals

Hypotheses/starting points:

›We see heritage as a contested notion, constructed and reconstructed by a
wide range of stakeholders for various political, social and economic reasons

›Kenya faces a continuing crisis over nationhood, identity, history and
memory that is manifested in contemporary heritage developments. This was
acutely apparent during and after the 2007/8 post-elections crisis



How and where we are doing research:

Why?









Villagers listen to speakers after an eco-mapping exercise, Karima Sacred
Forest, Othaya District. Photo: Lotte Hughes






