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Religion and spirituality are closely woven into the fabric of South African public 
and private life – though not always seamlessly or in matching thread. This book is 
concerned with the role of religion and spirituality in individual identity and belief, 
as well as in the public spheres of governance and policy-making. It brings together 

politics to theology, literature and media studies, with the aim of investigating new 
critical approaches to religion and spirituality, particularly in the postcolony/South. 
The authors engage seriously with the challenge of accounting for the range and 
power of religious and spiritual discourses that run through individual and communal 

crucial area of South African, and postcolonial, study and life.

Duncan Brown is Dean of the Arts Faculty at the University of the Western Cape, 
South Africa. He is also a Fellow of the University of KwaZulu-Natal and Research 
Fellow at the Ferguson Centre for African and Asian Studies, Open University,                                     
United Kingdom. 
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