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Information 
This document contains a list of example online sources you may wish to 

consider In your professional and academic practice. This list Is not exhaustive. 

Please note that some resources listed here may require you to create an 

account in order to download files. 

Always attribute (credit) the copyright holder and follow their terms and 

conditions of use. 

Many of these sources licence their content using the Creative Commons suite 

of licences. Please visit the Library Research Support team website for details. 

© 2023 The Open University. This work is adapted from Greg Walters licensed 

under a Creative Commons BY attribution 4.0 International licence. None of the 

information contained in this document should be considered legal advice. 

Document last updated May-2023. 

 

Support 
If you require any support with this document, please contact the Library 

Research Support team library-research-support@open.ac.uk  

 

https://www.open.ac.uk/library-research-support/open-access-publishing/copyright-and-licences
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
mailto:library-research-support@open.ac.uk
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Links to online image resources 
Ancestry Images – a collection of historical prints for non-commercial use, 

providing attribution has been given to the rights holder. 

Avopix – a large collection of images and vector illustration images. Remember 

to specify ‘free’ images when searching, otherwise you get 

commercial/copyright protected images appearing in your search results.  

The British Library (copyright free images) – this is the official Flickr account for 

the British Library, which contains over one million copyright free images.  

British Cartoon Archive – in some cases images can be downloaded (when the 

licence permits it) from the vast and historical archive. Some images are still in 

copyright, so check the details before using. 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) – search through CDC’s 

collection of images, illustrations and video and please remember to check the 

terms and conditions before using any material from this website. 

Creative Commons Search Portal – a database that searches for CC content 

across a vast number of websites.  

Flickr – a broad range of images. Please note, not all Flickr images are covered 

by Creative Commons licences. Ensure you use advanced search to find 

images available under Creative Commons licences. 

Freepic – vectors and images that can be used with acknowledgement. Ensure 

you search for free resources using the filters. 

Gratisography – this website has a wide range of creative and unique images, 

which can be used in both personal and commercial projects. Please remember 

to read the licence agreement before using images. 

http://www.ancestryimages.com/
https://avopix.com/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/britishlibrary/albums/with/72157639959761466
https://www.cartoons.ac.uk/
https://phil.cdc.gov/default.aspx
https://search.creativecommons.org/
https://www.flickr.com/
https://www.freepik.com/
https://gratisography.com/
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Hardin. MD – Public domain medical gallery, mostly of diseases and other 

medical ailments. As always, please provide attribution; the Images have 

various sources. 

John Johnson Info – this search engine is aimed at students. Image results are 

taken from Flickr and it provides an attribution link or stamp on the image. 

Libre stock – a extensive collection, comprising of Creative Commons 0 (CC0) 

Public Domain licensed images to use. 

Microsoft Office – there is a mixture of images and clip art in this site. As always, 

check the terms and conditions before using material from this site.  

Morgue File – largely high-quality images. When searched for specifically, there 

is a range of CC images. Please note you have to click on each individual image 

to see what licence is associated with it.  

NASA Image and Video gallery – you can search through NASA’s extensive 

image and video gallery, as always, please remember to read the terms and 

conditions before using resources from this collection. 

Open clip Art – a website that contains images and graphics that are of a 

cartoon nature.  

Pexels - a website for free stock photos, Images, and videos. Follow the licence 

terms. 

Pics4Learning – this site has images, all of which are donated by students, 

academics, and amateur photographers. Providing it is in an educational 

setting, both teachers and students are free to use the images within print, 

multimedia, and video productions.  

https://web.archive.org/web/20170101212837/http:/hardinmd.lib.uiowa.edu/gallery2public.html
http://johnjohnston.info/fcc/
https://librestock.com/
https://support.office.com/en-us/article/add-clip-art-to-your-file-0a01ae25-973c-4c2c-8eaf-8c8e1f9ab530?legRedir=true&amp%3BCorrelationId=9f65bf4c-56fe-4108-86a9-6bf0b7ff6b70&amp%3Bui=en-US&amp%3Brs=en-US&amp%3Bad=US&ui=en-US&rs=en-US&ad=US
https://morguefile.com/
https://images.nasa.gov/
https://openclipart.org/
https://www.pexels.com/
http://www.pics4learning.com/
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Photoree – this is a useful search engine that lets you refine searches by using 

licence filters and then search image hosting websites using the criteria you 

have specified. 

Pixabay – has a wide range of high-quality images and graphics that fall under 

their own content licence, a very copyright friendly site.  

Smithsonian – this open access collection, comprising of over 4.5 million digital 

items and nearly two centuries worth of data, can be downloaded, transformed, 

and shared. 

StockSnap – this collection, comprises of high resolution images, which are 

updated weekly and all have a Creative commons 0 (CC0) Public Domain 

licence associated with them. 

TinEye - this is a reverse image search engine. Ideal if you are trying to track 

down the online source of an image. 

UC San Diego School of Medicine (UCSD) MedPics - a visual educational 

resource dedicated to providing pictures that are representative of common 

and uncommon physical exam findings. If the scope of use is outside of your 

own personal educational reasons, then it would be advised to contact the 

author of the site seeking written permission for use of materials. 

Unsplash – expansive collections of free to use images for non-commercial 

and commercial purposes. There is a wide variety of subjects ranging from 

portraits, political, technology, to animals etc. Although attribution is not 

required, it is still encouraged to provide credit for the creator of an image.  

VADs – online resource for visual arts. Please read the terms and conditions 

when using materials from this website. 

http://www.photoree.com/
https://pixabay.com/
https://www.si.edu/openaccess
https://stocksnap.io/
https://www.tineye.com/
https://meded.ucsd.edu/clinicalimg/browse.htm
https://unsplash.com/
https://vads.ac.uk/
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Van Gogh Museum’s French Printmaking – Amsterdam’s Van Gogh museum 

has made available a most impressive collection of French prints from 1890 – 

1905, which can be downloaded for non-commercial use.  

Victorian Illustrated Archive – created by PhD graduate Michael Goodman, this 

archive contains over 3,000 digitised line drawings from four major volumes of 

Shakespeare’s complete works in the Victorian era. Please remember to provide 

a credit to the rights holder when using one of the images from this collection. 

Wellcome Library – enables you to search their database(s) of images. 

Content on the website (unless otherwise stated) is licensed under Creative 

Commons 4.0 International licence. 

Links to online audio resources 
AudionautiX – a collection of music, created by a single composer/sound 

engineer. All work is licensed under Creative Commons 4.0 licence, so be sure to 

provide attribution when using materials from this website. 

Free Music Archive - the free music archive contains a wide range of music 

from various genres, created by artists and uploaded by them. Use the ‘search 

FMA’ option. 

Free Sound Effects from the BBC - choose a free sound effect from over 33,000 

items. They can be used for personal, educational or research purposes. 

Free Sound- an extensive library of sound effects released under various 

Creative Commons licences. 

Dig CC Mixter - original music created by artists is uploaded to the extensive 

and growing music library. Please observe the licences associated with work 

from this website.  

https://vangoghmuseum.nl/en/prints
https://shakespeareillustration.org/
https://wellcomelibrary.org/
https://audionautix.com/
http://freemusicarchive.org/
http://bbcsfx.acropolis.org.uk/
https://freesound.org/
http://dig.ccmixter.org/
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InCompetech - a wide selection of background music and music tracks. Ensure 

you search for Creative Commons licensed content; the standard licence has a 

fee. 

Musopen – a variety of classical music tracks licensed under various Creative 

Commons licences. You must have an account to download the tracks and 

access information.  

Sound Image - music and sounds effects created by a single artist. 

 

Links to online video resources 

Dareful – a vast royalty free video collection, comprising of stock footage. To 

download and make use of the videos, all you need to do, is set up a free 

account. Follow the terms and conditions of use. 

Moving Image Archive - This library of videos contains digital movies uploaded 

by Archive users. Many of the movies in the collection are licensed with Creative 

Commons (CC) licences. If a movie has a Creative Commons licence 

associated with it, a CC logo will be visible. 

 

Pexels – a collection of free stock videos for use in your content. As always, 

please examine the licence agreement, before using content from this website.  

Teacher Tube - This service is modelled after the popular video service 

YouTube. It not only has video, but also has a range of images, audio and other 

teaching resources that can be searched for. Schoolteachers have produced 

the bulk of the content, although there is some University level material 

available. It should be noted, resources can be linked to or embedded into 

https://incompetech.com/
https://musopen.org/
http://soundimage.org/
https://www.dareful.com/
https://archive.org/details/movies
https://www.pexels.com/videos/
https://www.teachertube.com/
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online learning materials; however, the copyright belongs to the contributor and 

are not available for download.  

Videvo – a website, which has thousands of free stock video, motion graphics, 

music, and sound effects. There are various licences associated with the 

content on this website, it would be advised to examine the licence agreement 

to view the conditions of each licence before using the videos.  

YouTube TED - This channel contains video recordings of TED talks, which are 

licensed under Creative Commons, which allows you to link, or embed the 

videos.  

 

https://www.videvo.net/
https://www.youtube.com/ted


 

 

 


