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Frelimo halts electoral process,
but parties say elections will happen

S ubmission of candidates lists for 10 October municipal assemblies did not start today as
planned, halting all progress toward the election, following a National Elections
Commission decisio at its meeting yesterday, 4 July. CNE spokesperson Paulo Cuinica said
that the CNE decided it could not move forward until a new electoral law was approved.

The CNE was divided, with some arguing that
the constitutional changes only affected the direct
election of mayor, and that the system for electing
the municipal assembly was not changing.
Although the head of the most voted candidates list
becomes mayor under the constitutional changes,
this does not change the way the assembly is
elected.

But the majority of the CNE members are
Frelimo and Frelimo-aligned civil society, who took
a hard line that the CNE would not move without a
new electoral law. A special parliament session
was scheduled for 21-22 June and members of
parliament (MPs) were arriving on Wednesday 20
June when Frelimo suddenly ambushed the
session, saying they would not allow it to be held
until there was further Renamo action on
demilitarization, with some statements saying the
10 October election could only be held if Renamo
demilitarized by then. Frelimo in the CNE is
effectively linking municipal elections to progress
on demilitarization talks.

2018 Local Elections is part of the
Votar Mocambique programme
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Is there enough time?

With registration twice delayed, the schedule was
already very tight. Is there enough time to hold
elections this year? And is there political will? The
two key parties, Frelimo and Renamo, say Yes,
and are moving ahead with the selections of lists
and naming the key head of list - the potential
mayor. And despite the hard line and strong words,
both sides are leaving space for sufficient
movement on demilitarization and elections.

Frelimo is using the elections to pressure the
new Renamo leadership to agree demilitarization
and integration of Renamo fighters into the police,
army and security services. Frelimo wants some
action before October this year; Renamo does not
trust Frelimo decentralisation promises so wants to
retain some armed men to be integrated into the
provincial police of Renamo governors who take
office in January 2020.

The earliest a parliament session could be held
is late this month, delaying the process by at least
a month. But the calendar could be adapted.
Submission of candidates lists had been scheduled
for 5-27 July, but as the parties are already
preparing lists, that could be reduced from 22 days
to 10 days. And, with agreement of the Council of
Ministers, elections could be delayed slightly - to 24
or 31 October, which is only at the start of the rainy
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season. But that still requires a military agreement
in the next two weeks.

Submission of candidates lists is the next
essential step, and is time consuming. There are
1388 council seats, and parties must submit 3

supplementary candidates - so the big parties will
have 1417 candidates. Each candidate must
submit five documents. So the CNE must approve
more than 5000 candidates and 25,000
documents, and give parties time to correct errors.

25 parties, coalitions and lists approved

B efore its move into a state of suspension, the CNE did register 17 political parties, 4
coalitions of political parties, and 4 citizen's lists for the 10 October elections. By law,
parties and coalitions must be national and based in Maputo, so they register with the CNE in
Maputo. Citizens lists are local to the municipality and register with the district election
commission; 4 registrations have been reported by the CNE and 3 were still being considered
locally. This is the official CNE list published Wednesday:

Political party

Partido de Justica Democratica de Mogcambique
- PJDM

FRELIMO

Partido Humanitario de Mogambique — PAHUMO

Coalitions of parties

Coligagao Esperancga do Povo — E-POVO

Coligagao Uniéo Eleitoral — EU

Coligacao Aliangca Democratica — CAD

Coligagdo Unido Democratica — UD

Partido Resisténcia Nacional Mogambicana —
RENAMO

Partido Accado do Movimento Unido para a

Salvacgéao Integral - AMUSI

Movimento Democrético de Mogambique — MDM

Partido para o Desenvolvimento de Mogambique
— PDM

Movimento Patri6tico para a Democracia — MPD

Partido Progresso do Povo Mogambicano —
PPPM

Partido Nacional de Mogambique —
PANAMO/CRD

Movimento Nacional para Recuperacgéo da
Unidade Mogambicano - MONARUMO

Partido Social Liberal Democratico — SOL

Partido Popular Democratico — PPD

Partido Movimento Alternativo de Mogambique —
MAMO

Partido de Ampliagéo Social de Mogambique —
PASOMO

Partido os Verdes de Mocambique — PVM

Partido Liberal para o Desenvolvimento

Sustentavel

Citizens lists

Solidariedade Civica de Mogambique - SCM

Associagéo Juntos Pela Cidade - JPC (Maputo)

Associacéo Juvenil para o Desenvolvimento de
Mog¢ambique - AJUDEM

Associacdo dos Naturais Amigos e
Simpatizantes de Mocimboa da Praia - UMODJA

Detailed coverage of 2018 municipal and 2019 national
elections is again being provided by the Mozambique
Political Process Bulletin, which has covered all of
Mozambique's multi-party elections.

The elections newsletter is also in Portuguese; para
subscrever http://eepurl.com/cYjhdb

Previous issues of this year's newsletter are available on
http://cipmoz.org:9000/elections2018/ Newsletters from
2013 local elections and 2014 national elections are on
http://bit.ly/2H066Kg

There are two archives of historic elections data, at IESE
on http://www.iese.ac.mz/eleicoes-resultados/ and at
London School of Economics on http://bit.ly/MozEIData
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