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Special report on the evolution of the Cabo Delgado war 
====================== 

Notes on the evolution of the Cabo Delgado war: 
Although the global should not be forgotten, 
the local is most important 
 
An organised invasion of a Cabo Delgado ruby mine last weekend (22-23 February) by up 
to 2000 artisanal miners points to the broad base of the growing tensions and violence in 
Cabo Delgado. The ruby mine north of Montepuez has come to symbolise the conflict 
between local people and natural resource companies and Mozambican elites linked to 
those companies. Mozambique Ruby Mining (MRM) is 75% owned by Gemfields and 25% 
by Mwiriti, which is controlled by Raimundo Pachinuapa, a liberation war commander now 
on the Frelimo Political Commission. MRM is chaired by Samora Machel Jr. Pachinuapa’s 
son Raime is MRM’s director of corporate affairs.  
 
In 2016 police evicted thousands of artisanal miners and farmers from the 340 square 
kilometer area that had been given to Montepuez Ruby Mining (MRM). The entire value 
chain was broken and thousands lost their income - traders, suppliers and farmers as well 
as the actual miners. In January 2019 Gemfields agreed a US$8.3 million out-of-court 
settlement to resolve 273 claims of death, beatings and other human rights violations. The 
evictions, repression and economic hardship fuelled radicalization across Cabo Delgado. 
 
Last week a rumour was circulated, probably by gemstone traders, that the President had 
announced that on Saturday the Maningue Nice mine on MRM land would be reopened to 
local miners. MRM claims that by Friday there were 2000 artisanal miners in neighbouring 
villages, and that in the invasion on Saturday mine security guards were attacked and 
injured. MRM has called on the government to protect the MRM concession from the 
informal miners it expelled. 
 
There had been an invasion of Maningue Nice in the first week of February, but MRM 
successfully evicted the informal miners. Last weekend's invasion was larger and more 
organized. 
 
Meanwhile 13 people were killed last week in attacks by Islamist insurgents in three 



districts, including five people beheaded in Imbada village, Meluco district, in a growing 
armed conflict. (Carta de Moçambique, 26 Feb)  
 
A set of notes on the evolution of this war are in the pdf attached to this bulletin.  
 
Our key point is to show the very complex linkages behind the Islamist insurgency, and to 
argue that the factors behind the insurgency and the MRM mine invasion are similar. 
Setting out the origins and evolution of the war, we show: 
+ The antecedents of this war go back decades. and that there are a very large number of 
external and internal actors and contexts.  
+ Externally, Cabo Delgado has been a playground for a wide range of religious 
missionaries, global natural resource companies, and traders in legal and illegal 
commodities. World Bank and IMF policies have set the development strategy. 
+ Internally, poverty and inequality are growing. Greed and corruption have exacerbated 
the inequalities and caused a growing discontent, especially from marginalised young 
people. 
+ External and internal actors work together. The local elite (internal) works with the 
natural resource companies and illegal traders (external). But at a lower level some people 
respond to the crisis of poverty and inequality by looking to religious leaders and sects for 
an explanation and solution, while religious leaders (both internal and external) try to 
interpret their doctrines and teachings as a solution to these crises, in order to recruit 
followers. Religion is presented as an answer to a development crisis. 
+ The distrust of local elites is greater that many realise and there is a history of violence, 
from cholera riots two decades ago to last weekend's mass invasion of ruby mines. 
Following this history, it is less surprising that marginalised young people will join a violent 
group pledged to redress inequality 
 
This leads to the conclusion that the growing civil war does not have a military solution. 
Civil war is fed by grievances, which must be resolved to end support for insurgents. But 
external factors must also be controlled to end the war, and it needs to be remembered 
that external factors are not just foreign Islamic militants, but also natural resource 
companies and illegal traders. 
 
The local is most important, but the global should not be forgotten. 
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Background reading 
 

Special reports 
Mozambique heroin transit trade 
   English - LSE - http://bit.ly/Moz-heroin 
   Portuguese - Pt - CIP - http://bit.ly/Moz-heroina 
Gas for development? 
   Gas_for_development_or just_for_money?_2015 bit.ly/MozGasEng 
   Gás_para_desenvolvimento_ou_apenas_dinheiro?_2015 bit.ly/MozGasPt 
Social protection report - 2017 Mozambique - http://bit.ly/MozSocPro 



Special report on four poverty surveys: bit.ly/MozPoverty 
2018 Constitution - http://bit.ly/2KF588T 
Minimum wage and exchange rates 1996-2018 -- http://bit.ly/MinWage18 
$2bn secret debt - in English 
   Kroll - Full report on $2bn debt - http://bit.ly/Kroll-Moz-full 
   Kroll report summary - http://bit.ly/Kroll-sum 
   Key points of Mozambique parliament report - Nov 2016 - http://bit.ly/MozAR-debt-En 
   Following the donor-designed path to Mozambique's $2.2 bn debt - http://bit.ly/3WQ-hanlon 
In Portuguese: 
   Parliamentary Report on the Secret Debt (complete) bit.ly/MozAR-debt 
 
Election study collaboration: We have detailed election data from 1999 through 2014 and are inviting 
scholars to use this data collaboratively. http://bit.ly/MozElData 
Election newsletters are on http://bit.ly/2H066Kg 
 
Eight books by Joseph Hanlon can be downloaded, free: http://bit.ly/Hanlon-books 
Bangladesh confronts climate change (2016) 
Chickens and beer:  A recipe for agricultural growth in Mozambique (2014) 
Há Mais Bicicletas – mas há desenvolvimento? (2008) 
Moçambique e as grandes cheias de 2000 (2001) 
Paz Sem Beneficio: Como o FMI Bloqueia a Reconstrução (1997) 
Peace Without Profit: How the IMF Blocks Rebuilding (1996) 
Mozambique: Who Calls the Shots (1991) 
Mozambique: The Revolution Under Fire (1984) 
 
Two more will be available shortly to download: 
Apartheid’s 2nd Front (1986) 
Mozambique and the Great Flood of 2000 
 
These are still available for sale: 
Galinhas e cerveja: uma receita para o crescimento (2014) (free in English) 
Zimbabwe takes back its land (2013) 
Just Give Money to the Poor: The Development Revolution from the Global South (2010) 
Do bicycles equal development in Mozambique? (2008) (free in Portuguese)  
Beggar Your Neighbours: Apartheid Power in Southern Africa (1986) 
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