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Minimum wage falls below  
$60/month for first time in a decade 
 
The lowest non-agricultural minimum wage, for civil servants, has fallen below $60 per month for 
the first time since 2006. In 2006 it was $54.50/month, but by 2014 it had risen to $98.65/mo; for 
2017 it has fallen back to $59.51/mo. 
 
Minimum wages from 1 April 2017 were approved and announced by the Council of Ministers 
yesterday, 18 April. There are now 16 different minimum wages, and in Meticais there were sharply 
different increases - only two sectors had increases above the 21.6% annual inflation rate to March 
and most were much below inflation. One of the lowest paid sectors, civil servants, had a 21.9% 
rise in their minimum wage, and workers in large gas, electricity and water companies receive a 
22.3% rise in their minimum. The smallest increases in minimum wages were 5.5% for hotel 
workers (a new category), 5.8% for salt workers, and 6% for quarry workers. The agricultural 
minimum wage increases 10.4%. 
 
But the rapid devaluation of the Metical in the past two years pushes minimum wages back to what 
they were a decade ago. The agricultural minimum wage falls from $99/month in 2014 to $54 in 
2017. The mining minimum drops from $176/mo in 2014 to $104 now; industry falls from $145 to 
$89. 
 
Attached is a special supplement with the complete minimum wage table and historic minimum 
wages and exchange rates, also posted on http://bit.ly/MinWage2017. There is now a quite good 
table of government salaries (not yet updated for these changes) on 
http://www.meusalario.org/mocambique/ 
 

IMF Res Rep attacks lack of debt strategy 
 
Mozambique's debt renegotiations have slowed down and the government has "no clear overview 
or strategy", warned IMF Resident Representative Ari Aisen in two recent speeches. And he warns 
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Secret debt documents and report: 
Parliamentary Report on the Secret Debt (complete, in Portuguese) bit.ly/MozAR-debt 
Key points from the Parliamentary Report on the Secret Debt http://bit.ly/MozAR-debt-En 
Following the donor-designed path to the $2.2 billion secret debt http://bit.ly/3WQ-hanlon 
Other books and reports: 
Local media monitoring of Mozambique elections (background of election newsletters)  
  http://bit.ly/LSE-newsletter 
Chickens and beer: A recipe for agricultural growth in Mozambique book by Teresa 
 Smart and Joseph Hanlon, free English download http://bit.ly/chickens-beer 
Há mais bicicletas - mas há desenvolvimento? book by Joseph Hanlon and Teresa Smart, 
 free Portuguese download http://bit.ly/Mais-bicicletas 
Gas for development or just for money? http://bit.ly/MozGasEn 
Previous newsletters and other Mozambique material are posted on bit.ly/mozamb   
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that "new loans for investment projects are being contracted" without full discussion, including a 
$157 million Chinese export credit to fund the long-delayed digital migration project. 
https://www.imf.org/en/Countries/ResRep/MOZ - News and Highlights 
http://www.verdade.co.mz/tema-de-fundo/35-themadefundo/61862-governo-de-nyusi-desafia-fmi-
com-novas-dividas-publica-de-centenas-de-milhoes-de-dolares 
The talks were to the donor coordination platform on 6 April and the US-Mozambique Chamber of 
Commerce on 12 April. 
 
Aisen praises the cut to bread and fuel subsidies, and demand further cuts, including to the 
electricity subsidy. And he notes there is still a "substantial accumulation of arrears to suppliers 
(e.g. oil companies) and VAT refund." And he warns of fiscal problems in the large state 
companies. In his speeches, made before the new minimum wages were announced, Aisen 
specifically called for "containing the expansion of the wage bill," but the civil service minimum 
wage has been increased by the rate of inflation. 
 

Voter registration 
delayed to January 
 
As expected, electoral registration has been delayed until January 2018, in order not to conflict 
with the national population census 1-15 August 2017, the National Elections Commission (CNE) 
announced on 12 April. Because that is during the rainy season, it is likely that the registration will 
only take place in the municipalities which will vote in local elections on 10 October 2018. There 
are presently 53 municipalities with elected mayors and assemblies, but that number is likely to be 
increased as a result of government-Renamo negotiations on decentralization. The electoral law 
says the CNE must set the number of local assembly members six months before the election, and 
that is based on the  number of registered voters in each municipality. Processing and checking 
the electoral role takes up to two months. That means in practice registration must be completed 
by mid-February 2018. 
 
National elections will be in October 2019 and there will have to be a national registration before 
that.  
 
The election laws set the time frames. Municipal elections must be announced 18 months in 
advance, and within 60 days of the announcement (3 June) provincial elections commissions must 
be in place and in a further 30 days (3 July) district commissions must be in place. In agreeing to 
participate in 2014 national elections, Renamo was allowed to make major changes to the electoral 
law, and it opted to substantially increase the number of paid party people involved. 
 
Each provincial and district commission consists of 15 members – 3 chosen by Frelimo Party, 2 by 
Renamo, 1 by the MDM (Mozambique Democratic Movement) and 9 from civil society. A total of 
945 people (Maputo city does not have a separate provincial elections commission) for the present 
53 municipalities. In addition there is an election secretariat STAE (Secretariado Técnico de 
Administração Eleitoral) which actually does the work. Each has a director, 2 deputy directors, 3 
heads of sectors, 6 deputy sector heads and 6 technical staff - 18 people, or 1134 staff. Of those in 
STAE, 12 are appointed by parties (6 Frelimo, 4 Renamo, 2 MDM). Thus there are posts for 567 
Frelimo-named people, 378 Renamo, and 189 MDM. 
 
CNE spokesperson Paulo Cuinica said the CNE’s estimate is that preparing the elections will cost 
970 million meticais ($15 mn), but the government has informed the CNE that so far only 650 
million meticais is available. The CNE hopes that donors will provide further money. The next step 
is organising office space, vehicles and equipment for the election commissions and STAEs. 
 
========================================= 
This newsletter can be cited as "Mozambique News Reports & Clippings".  
If you need to cite it for academic purposes, treat it as a blog. The normal citation format would be: 



MOZAMBIQUE 311 - Mozambique news reports & clippings – 27 October 2017 - 3 

     "Mozambique News Reports & Clippings, number XXX", DATE, bit.ly/mozamb, accessed XXX. 
Previous newsletters and other Mozambique material are posted on bit.ly/mozamb 
========================================= 
 

Election study collaboration: We have detailed election data from 1999 through 2014 
and are inviting scholars to use this data collaboratively. http://bit.ly/MozElecData 
 
======== 
 

Other books and reports by Joseph Hanlon 
 
Special report on four poverty surveys: bit.ly/MozPoverty 
Comment: something will turn up: http://bit.ly/28SN7QP 
Oxfam blog on Bill Gates & chickens:  
          http://oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/will-bill-gates-chickens-end-african-poverty/ 
 
Bangladesh confronts climate change: Keeping our heads above water  
by Manoj Roy, Joseph Hanlon and David Hulme                 Published by Anthem Press 
http://www.anthempress.com/bangladesh-confronts-climate-change-pb 
 
Chickens and beer:  A recipe for agricultural growth in Mozambique by Teresa Smart 
and Joseph Hanlon               In pdf format, 6 Mb file, free on http://bit.ly/chickens-beer 
     E-book for Kindle and iPad,  http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00NRZXXKE  
 
Galinhas e cerveja: uma receita para o crescimento 
by Teresa Smart & Joseph Hanlon.  
Copies are in Maputo bookshops (Karibu at airport, Livaria UEM, Bazar Pariso, Mivany) or from  

KAPICUA, which recently moved to Av de Maguiguana (nr Lenine), Maputo; Tel: +258 21 413 201. 
Telm.: +258 823 219 950 E-mail: kapicuadir@tdm.co.mz / kapicuacom@tdm.co.mz 

Outside Mozambique, we have a few copies we can send from London.  Please e-mail j.hanlon@open.ac.uk. 
 
Zimbabwe takes back its land 
by Joseph Hanlon, Jeanette Manjengwa & Teresa Smart is now available from the publishers 
https://www.rienner.com/title/Zimbabwe_Takes_Back_Its_Land also as an e-book and 
http://www.jacana.co.za/book-categories/current-affairs-a-history/zimbabwe-takes-back-it-s-land-detail 
 
Do bicycles equal development in Mozambique? by Joseph Hanlon & Teresa Smart 
is available from the publisher http://www.boydellandbrewer.com/store/viewItem.asp?idProduct=13503 
Há mais bicicletas - mas há desenvolvimento? free download of Portuguese edition (5 Mb) 
 
Just Give Money to the Poor: The Development Revolution from the Global South 
by Joseph Hanlon, Armando Barrientos, and David Hulme 
Most of this book can be read on the web   tinyurl.com/justgivemoney 
============================= 
NOTE OF EXPLANATION: 
One mailing list is used to distribute two publications, both edited by Joseph Hanlon. This is my own sporadic 
"News reports & clippings", which is entirely my own responsibility. This list is also used to distribute the 
Mozambique Political Process Bulletin, published by CIP and AWEPA, but those organisations are not linked 
to "News reports & clippings"                                                                     Joseph Hanlon 
========= 
Mozambique media websites, Portuguese: 
  Notícias: www.jornalnoticias.co.mz  
  O País: www.opais.co.mz  
  @Verdade: http://www.verdade.co.mz  
  Diario de Moçambique (Beira): http://www.diariodemocambique.co.mz 
  Carlos Serra Diário de um sociologo: http://oficinadesociologia.blogspot.com 
Mozambique media websites, English: 
  Club of Mozambique: http://clubofmozambique.com/ 
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  Rhula weekly newsletter: http://www.rhula.net/news-announcements.html 
  Zitamar: http://zitamar.com/ 
  Macauhub English: http://www.macauhub.com.mo/en/ 
  AIM Reports:  www.poptel.org.uk/mozambique-news  
============================= 
This mailing is the personal responsibility of Joseph Hanlon, and does not necessarily represent the views of the Open 
University. 


