
Excerpt from MOZAMBIQUE 329 - Mozambique news reports & clippings – 26 June 2016 - 1 

 
To subscribe:  tinyurl.com/sub-moz   To unsubscribe:  tinyurl.com/unsub-moz   
Previous newsletters, more detailed press reports in English and Portuguese, and other  
 Mozambique material are posted on bit.ly/mozamb   
This newsletter can be cited as "Mozambique News Reports & Clippings" 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Comment: something will turn up: http://bit.ly/28SN7QP 
Oxfam blog: Bill Gates & chickens:  
          http://oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/will-bill-gates-chickens-end-african-poverty/ 
Chickens and beer: A recipe for agricultural growth in Mozambique  
          by Teresa Smart and Joseph Hanlon is on http://bit.ly/chickens-beer 
Gas for development or just for money? is on http://bit.ly/MozGasEn 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Comment on 'No to ProSavana' Victory 
 

   What does a successful 
   campaign do after it is wins? 
 
"No to Pro-Savana" has been one of Mozambique's most successful civil society campaigns, 
proving that an alliance of local groups and international NGOs can change policy. But having won 
their victory, what do the campaigners do now? Any successful global campaign has a large and 
effective infrastructure, supporting jobs, offices, travel and comradery. I was part of the Jubilee 
2000 anti-debt campaign, and we decided to close down after 2000 and move on to other issues. 
Some people disagreed, and shifted into other debt issues, including the successful Jubilee Debt 
campaign. 
 
No to Pro-Savana appears to have decided to pretend it did not win, in order to continue 
campaigning. There is now a major anti-landgrab INGO industry, which does seem necessary in 
some other African countries. It, too, does not recognise the Mozambique success, continuing to 
claim huge land grabs and peasant displacements. 
 
A joint Brazilian-Japanese project, Prodecer, in the 1970s and 80s opened a huge area of the 
Brazilian savannah to giant Brazilian agribusinesses. Japan and Brazil came together to do the 
same things in Mozambique's Nacala corridor. The Japanese Cooperation Agency (JICA) reported 
in 2012 that ProSavana was intended "to replicate Brazil's own 'agricultural miracle' which began in 
the 1970s and helped transform a huge swath of savannah into one of the world's largest 
breadbaskets." Since the socialist era and state farms, part of Frelimo has always supported big 
industrial plantations; Agriculture Minister José Pacheco backed Pro-Savana. 
 
But Pro-Savana was fundamentally misguided, because the Nacala corridor is very different than 
the cerrado, the Brazilian savannah. The soils are good and the zone is densely populated, so 
large plantations would displace thousands of families. This led to protests, partly led by the 
peasants' union, UNAC (União Nacional de Camponeses), which became the No to Pro-Savana 
campaign. 
 
However, a second issue was equally important. No new large plantation has succeeded in 
Mozambique since independence - and as we note below, the failures continue. The past 15 years 
have seen a series of speculative investment schemes claiming that huge profits could be made 
from land in Africa, through industrial farming or huge tree plantations. Only the promoters made 
money while the investors lost out. The Fundação Getúlio Vargas (FGV), linked to agri-business in 
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Brazil, set up Fundo Nacala and hoped to attract $2 bn from Japanese and Brazilian investors. But 
there was no interest; no one wanted to invest in Mozambique farming, and the fund was quietly 
closed last year.  
 
Facing its own financial crisis, a lack of interest by agri-business, and a growing international 
campaign, Brazil sharply reduced its funding of Pro-Savana. In contrast, Japan had invested 
money and prestige in ProSavana, and was hugely embarrassed by the global campaign against it. 
Last year Japan tried on its own to write a new master plan (plano director) but that proved 
unacceptable. Japan has too much invested in ProSavana, so decided to start again, from scratch. 
JICA representative Katsuyoshi Sudo told us "we have changed the concept, so it is now not for 
big farmers but for small farmers." The rest of this year will be spent simply organising how to 
move forward, with consultants doing a new master plan next year.  
 
Civil society, and UNAC in particular, have split on how to respond. Broadly, Maputo-based civil 
society says they do not trust the Japanese and want nothing to do with ProSavana and will 
continue campaigning, while groups in the north of Mozambique are cautiously working with JICA 
to try to create something that will help rural communities. 
 
Meanwhile, there appear to have been no new large agricultural land grabs in the past five years. 
And existing projects are not doing well. The three big soya plantations in Lioma, Gurué - Hoyo 
Hoyo, Rei do Agro, and AgriMoz - have all had problems and have been forced to reduce size or 
close. On the forest plantation side, Chikweti and Global Solidarity Forest Fund both failed to 
surmount their difficulties and were taken over by Green Resources in 2014, which is itself having 
problems. Short of capital, it planted few trees last year, and on 27 April the Phaunos Timber Fund 
announced it had sold its 14% state in the company for $8.5 mn, less than a fifth of the $49.3 mn it 
paid for it in 2008-9. Chief Executive Mads Aspen told Zitamar (17 May) that the company is 
planning a $15 mn rights issue, hoping for money from existing shareholders to keep the company 
running; Aspen left Green Resources at the end of May. 
 
But the land grab campaigns continue to highlight Mozambique. No to Prosavana had a meeting in 
Nampula 6-7 May which said simply "we reject the ProSavana programme". 
http://www.farmlandgrab.org/post/view/26181 Farmlandgrab.org has set up a "ProSavana files" 
archive: http://www.farmlandgrab.org/post/view/26158 
 
"In Mozambique alone, half a million people could be displaced from their ancestral territories to 
make way for a 600,000 hectare farm producing hay and other feed for livestock in what is thought 
to be the world's fifth largest land deal, Vellve said," reported Thomson Reuters on 14 June: 
http://news.trust.org/item/20160614000414-ylyq4/ Renee Vellve is a researcher with the Barcelona 
NGO GRAIN, citing a new report "The global farmland grab in 2016". Links to the full report and 
two tables of land deals are in: https://www.grain.org/article/entries/5492-the-global-farmland-grab-
in-2016-how-big-how-bad The tables in fact show that little new has happened in the past five 
years in Mozambique; many of the projects listed were simply pipe-dream announcements in the 
newspaper by people who hoped to raise speculative capital. Some of the article claims, such as 
"Japanese companies, backed by their government, are focusing on northern Brazil and 
Mozambique for soy production," are no longer true. And the claims of "the world's fifth largest land 
deal" is based on a single PowerPoint presentation last year which proposed dams on the Rio 
Luirió, 240,000 ha of agriculture, and displacing 500,000 families - the chances of that being 
authorized, being given land, and raising the billions of dollars needed are negligible. 
 
The land grab is not over in Mozambique, but the picture has changed dramatically. Economic 
reality, the No to ProSavana campaign and renewed government programmes to guarantee 
peasant land rights make land grabs more difficult. No to Pro-Savana won, which should be 
celebrated and not ignored.   jh 
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========================================= 
This newsletter can be cited as "Mozambique News Reports & Clippings".  
If you need to cite it for academic purposes, treat it as a blog. The normal citation format would be: 
     "Mozambique News Reports & Clippings, number XXX", DATE, bit.ly/mozamb, accessed XXX. 
Previous newsletters and other Mozambique material are posted on bit.ly/mozamb 
========================================= 
Chickens and beer:  A recipe for agricultural growth in Mozambique 
by Teresa Smart and Joseph Hanlon 

     E-book for Kindle and iPad, for $9.32 from US Amazon - 
      http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00NRZXXKE - £5.14 from UK Amazon. 
In pdf format, 6 Mb file, free on http://bit.ly/chickens-beer 
 
Galinhas e cerveja: uma receita para o crescimento 
by Teresa Smart & Joseph Hanlon. Copies are in Maputo bookshops or from  
KAPICUA, Rua Fernão Veloso 12, Maputo; Tel.: +258 21 413 201 or +258 21 415 451 
Telm.: +258 823 219 950 E-mail: kapicuadir@tdm.co.mz / kapicuacom@tdm.co.mz 
 
Outside Mozambique, we have a few copies we can send from London.  
Please email j.hanlon@open.ac.uk. 
 
 Zimbabwe takes back its land 
by Joseph Hanlon, Jeanette Manjengwa & Teresa Smart is now available from the publishers 
https://www.rienner.com/title/Zimbabwe_Takes_Back_Its_Land also as an e-book and 
http://www.jacana.co.za/book-categories/current-affairs-a-history/zimbabwe-takes-back-it-s-land-detail 
 
Do bicycles equal development in Mozambique? 
by Joseph Hanlon & Teresa Smart 
is now available in paperback, for £17.99 (+ p&p) 
from the publisher http://www.boydellandbrewer.com/store/viewItem.asp?idProduct=13503 
  
Just Give Money to the Poor:  
The Development Revolution from the Global South 
by Joseph Hanlon, Armando Barrientos, and David Hulme 
Most of this book can now be read on the web 
   tinyurl.com/justgivemoney 
============================= 
NOTE OF EXPLANATION: 
One mailing list is used to distribute two publications, both edited by Joseph Hanlon. This is my own sporadic 
"News reports & clippings", which is entirely my own responsibility. This list is also used to distribute the 
Mozambique Political Process Bulletin, published by CIP and AWEPA, but those organisations are not linked 
to "News reports & clippings"                                                                     Joseph Hanlon 
========= 
Mozambique media websites, Portuguese: 
  Noticias: www.jornalnoticias.co.mz  
  O Pais: www.opais.co.mz  
  @Verdade:http://www.verdade.co.mz  
  Diario de Moçambique (Beira): http://www.diariodemocambique.co.mz 
  Carlos Serra Diario de um sociologo: http://oficinadesociologia.blogspot.com 
Mozambique media websites, English: 
  Club of Mozambique: http://clubofmozambique.com/ 
  Rhula weekly newsletter: http://www.rhula.net/news-announcements.html 
  Zitamar: http://zitamar.com/ 
  Macauhub English: http://www.macauhub.com.mo/en/ 
  AIM Reports:  www.poptel.org.uk/mozambique-news  
============================= 
This mailing is the personal responsibility of Joseph Hanlon, and does not necessarily represent the views of the Open 
University. 


